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To  The  Chairman  and  Members 

of  The  Huntingdonshire  County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  County  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1949. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  increase  in  the  population  of  the 
County  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  increased  number  of  indivi- 
duals living  in  rural  areas.  This  reversal  of  the  movement  of  the 
population  from  country  to  town  is,  however,  probably  only  of  a 
temporary  nature.  It  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  in  the  rural 
districts,  dwellings,  in  the  form  of  hutments  in  disused  service  camps, 
are  available  whereas  in  the  urban  areas  accommodation  of  any 
sort  is  almost  unobtainable. 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country  the  Birth  Rate  shows  a 
further  decline.  The  County  Birth  Rate  is  now  the  lowest  since 
1943.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  decline  in  the  incidence  of 
illegitimate  births,  evident  since  1945,  has  continued.  The  number 
of  these  births  now  amounts  to  only  6. 1 per  cent  of  the  total  number 
of  live  births  as  compared  with  the  peak  figure  of  12.1  per  cent 
reached  in  1945. 

The  continuing  fall  in  the  Birth  Rate  coupled  with  the  in- 
creased proportion  of  births  taking  place  in  Maternity  Homes  has 
given  rise  to  a corresponding  decrease  in  the  number  of  domiciliary 
confinements.  Should  the  number  of  domiciliary  confinements 
continue  to  decrease  a revision  of  the  midwives’  districts  will  become 
inevitable. 

An  adequate  domiciliary  nursing  service  depends  not  only  upon 
having  the  requisite  staff  but  also  upon  having  that  staff  correctly 
placed,  and  in  these  days  of  housing  shortage  the  provision  of 
accommodation  for  district  nurse-midwives  is  one  of  great  difficulty. 
The  co-operation  and  valuable  assistance  given  by  various  District 
Councils  in  this  matter  must  be  placed  on  record.  These  District 
Councils  while  having  no  duty  to  give  priority  to  special  classes, 
nevertheless,  are  fully  conscious  of  the  beneficial  nature  of  the  service 
rendered  to  the  community  by  the  District  Nurse- Midwife,  and  see 
the  importance  of  making  special  dispensations. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  both  of  the  respiratory 
and  non-respiratory  type,  notified  during  the  year  shows  a decrease 
on  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year.  A similar 
reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  is  also  recorded. 
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During  the  year  the  County,  in  common  with  the  remainder 
of  the  country,  suffered  as  a result  of  the  wide-spread  epidemic  of 
acute  poliomyelitis,  but  while  the  attack  rate  (morbidity  rate)  for 
the  country  of  13  per  100,000  of  the  population  was  lower  than  in 
the  1947  epidemic  when  it  was  18  per  100,000  of  the  population,  in 
Huntingdonshire  the  reverse  was  the  case,  for  whereas  in  1947  the 
attack  rate  was  13.1  per  100,000  of  the  population  the  corresponding 
figure  in  1949  was  21.8  per  100,000.  One  unusual  feature  of  the 
epidemic  was  that  its  ramifications  were  limited  to  one  district  in 
the  County;  all  cases  recorded  were  resident  in  the  St.  Ives  Rural 
District. 

The  benefit  of  the  prolonged  campaign  in  connection  with 
Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  now  becoming  manifest.  For 
the  second  year  in  succession  this  disease  has  failed  to  claim  a 
victim. 

The  Home  Help  Service  has  continued  to  expand  throughout 
the  year  and  appreciation  has  been  expressed  by  those  who  have 
received  assistance;  it  is,  however,  proving  to  be  an  expensive 
service.  The  Organiser  is  to  be  congratulated  in  that  by  dint  of 
hard  work  she  has  been  successful  in  recruiting  a most  suitable  type 
of  individual. 

While  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  brought  about  a 
number  of  desirable  changes,  nevertheless,  experience  has  shown 
that  there  are  certain  disadvantages.  Instead  of  being,  as  it  was, 
a local  service,  it  has  become  centralised  and  remote.  The  public 
are  conscious  that  the  gap  caused  by  the  demise  of  the  old  Public 
Relieving  Officer,  has  not  been  filled.  Many  people,  particularly 
the  old,  feel  that  in  the  passing  of  the  Relieving  Officer  they  have 
indeed  lost  a guide,  philosopher  and  friend. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my 
thanks  to  the  voluntary  helpers  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  for 
their  valuable  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  assistance,  and  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  excellent  work  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  S.  BUCHANAN, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October,  1950. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres)  . . . . . . . • • • 233,985 

Population  (1931  census)  . . . . . . 56,206 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate,  1949)  64,128 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 

THE  YEAR 


BIRTHS— 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births — 

Legitimate 

535 

539 

1,074 

Illegitimate  . . 

42 

28 

70 

Total  Births  . . 

577 

567 

1,144 

Birth  rate  (ffinrUc^. 

per  1,000  population 

17.8 

Still  Births 

• • • • 

30 

Still  birth  rate  per 

1,000  total  births 

25.5 

DEATHS— 

Deaths  from  all  causes  . . . . . . . . 771 

Death  rate  (Crude)  in — 

Urban  Districts  . . . . . . . . . . 12.2 

Rural  Districts  . . . . . . . . . . 11.9 

County  of  Huntingdon  ..  ..  ..  ..  12.0 

England  and  Wales  . . . . . . . . . . 11.7 

Maternal  Deaths — 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . Nil 

From  other  causes  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Infant  Deaths — 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1 ,000 
births — 

Legitimate  . . . . . . . . . . 28.9 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . . . 28.6 

Total  death  rate  . . . . . . . . 28.8 


The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were : Heart  Disease 
227,  Cancer  142,  Intracranial  Lesions  82,  Bronchitis  41,  Tuber- 
culosis (respiratory)  12,  Pneumonia  20. 


Population 

The  Registrar  General's  mid- 1949  estimate  of  the  civilian 
population  was  64,128,  this  being  an  increase  of  803  on  the  estimate 
for  1948.  The  natural  increase  (excess  of  live  births  over  deaths) 
was  373  compared  with  483  for  the  previous  year. 
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Births 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  1949  was  17.8  per  thousand  of 
the  estimated  population  as  compared  with  18.1  for  1948.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.7. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  Birth  Rate  in  the  Rural  Districts 
increased  from  18.7  in  1948  to  19.1  in  the  present  year,  but  this 
increase  was  more  than  offset  by  the  decrease  of  the  Birth  Rate  in 
Urban  Areas  which  fell  from  17.2  in  1948  to  16.3  in  the  year  under 
review. 

The  number  of  still  births  was  30,  giving  a rate  of  25.5  per 
thousand  total  births. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  in  the  County  during 
1949  was  70,  which  represents  6.1  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of 
live  births. 


Deaths 

In  1949  a total  of  771  deaths  was  recorded  in  the  County 
giving  a Death  Rate  of  12.0  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  a Death  Rate  of  10.5  of  1948.  The  Death  Rate 
for  England  and  Wales  for  1949  was  11.7. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  28.8  which  compares 
favourably  with  the  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
of  32. 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  birth  rates  and  death  rates  of 
the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and  of  England  and  Wales  for  the 
past  five  years : — 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Urban  Districts  . . 

19.9 

18.6 

19.8 

17.2 

16.3 

11.5 

11.6 

11.4 

11.1 

12.2 

Rural  Districts 

18.7 

21.5 

21.5 

18.7 

19.1 

12.6 

12.6 

13.2 

10.0 

11.9 

County  of  Huntingdon  . . 

19.2 

20.0 

20.7 

18.1 

17.8 

12.1 

12.1 

12.3 

10.5 

12.0 

England  and  Wales 

16.1 

19.1 

20.5 

17.9 

16.7 

11.4 

11.5 

12.0 

10.8 

11.7 
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TABLE  SHOWING  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AND  W 


Cause  of  Death  at  Different 
Periods  of  Life 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  5 

5 and  under  15 

15  and  under  45 

45  and  under  65 

65  and  upwards 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

- — 

— 

— 

8 

1 

3 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9. 

Influenza 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 



11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
encephalitis 

1 

1 

12. 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  Oesoph.  (M.) 
Uterus  (F.) 

1 

2 

12 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

15 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

6 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

— 

— 

— 

1 

27 

63 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

66 

19. 

Fleart  Disease 

— 

— 

1 

4 

21 

201 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

29 

21. 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

33 

22. 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

1 

3 

3 

9 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

1 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

28. 

Nephritis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

17 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

7 

— 

— 

-i 

— 

— 

32. 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Injuries,  Infant  Diseases 

12 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— - 

33. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 



1 

2 

5 

1 

4 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . 

1 

1 

2 

5 

3 

9 

36. 

All  Other  Causes 

3 

2 

— 

9 

9 

58 

Totals  All  Causes 

33 

6 

8 

48 

121 

555 
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DISTRICTS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HUNTINGDON,  1949. 
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Rural 
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1 

6 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

15 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

25 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

2 

8 

2 

3 

11 
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— 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

— 

91 
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5 
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9 
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11 

4 
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11 
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82 

10 

3 

3 

8 

5 

13 

7 
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17 

10 

15 

15 

16 

31 

28 

53 

21 

21 

34 

3 

— 

1 

— 

6 

2 

3 

13 

4 

2 

41 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 

7 

4 

5 

9 

3 

20 

4 

5 
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2 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 
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1 

1 

1 

2 

2 
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— 

1 
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1 

— 

22 
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2 

1 
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4 

4 

3 

4 

— 

3 

z 

z 

_____ 



1 

1 





1 



7 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

6 

2 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

1 

13 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— - 

5 

1 

3 

21 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

81 

8 

1 

1 

6 

8 

13 

12 

5 

11 

16 

771 

69 

31 

35 

61 

68 

93 

90 

154 

96 

74 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

(SECTION  22) 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Care 

The  arrangements  for  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  examina- 
tion by  medical  practitioner  obstetricians  of  cases  undertaken  by 
County  Council  Midwives  continued  as  hitherto.  The  County 
Council  have  fully  equipped  ante-natal  clinics  in  some  of  the  more 
populous  centres  in  the  County.  In  these  clinics  general  practi- 
tioner obstetricians  carry  out  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  examina- 
tions of  cases  booked  under  the  County  Council  midwifery  scheme 
and  also  of  cases  who  prefer  to  make  arrangements  under  the 
maternity  provisions  of  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946. 

With  the  increased  tendency  for  expectant  mothers  to  engage 
general  practitioner  obstetricians  under  Part  IV  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  number  of  cases  undertaken  by  mid- 
wives under  the  County  Midwifery  Scheme  has  shown  a marked 
decrease. 

Examination  by  general  practitioner  obstetricians  of  cases 
undertaken  by  midwives  is  as  follows : — 

Ante-Natal  examinations  . . . . 705 

Post-Natal  examinations  . . . . . . 187 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

There  were  18  County  Council  Centres  functioning  at  the  end 
of  the  year  and  also  one  Voluntary  Centre. 

The  total  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  numbered 
12,442 ; the  attendances  made  by  children  under  one  year  were  7,056 
and  by  children  over  one  year  5,386. 

As  compared  with  the  year  1948  the  total  number  of  atten- 
dances showed  a decrease  of  899  but  undoubtedly  the  prevalence 
of  anterior  poliomyelitis  was  largely  responsible,  as,  during  the 
months  in  which  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported,  mothers  showed 
a marked  reluctance  to  bring  their  children  into  Centres.  It  might 
be  added  that  in  the  areas  where  cases  did  occur  mothers  with 
infants  and  toddlers  were  advised  to  refrain  from  taking  their 
children  to  places  where  the  public  foregather  indoors. 

At  the  request  of  the  authorities  at  Wyton  Aerodrome  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  a Health  Visitor  to  attend  regularly  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  at  Wyton  Royal  Air  Force  Station  established 
for  the  convenience  of  mothers  and  babies  in  the  Married  Quarters. 
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Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 


ljf 

Visits 

Subsequent 

1st  Visits 

Subsequent 

Total 

County  Centres  0- 

l year 

0- 1 year 

1 -5  years 

1 -5  years 

Attendances 

Alconbury 

28 

169 

4 

115 

316 

Brampton 

21 

100 

5 

124 

250 

Buckden  . . 

18 

85 

5 

225 

333 

Bythorn  . . 

4 

10 

4 

43 

61 

Elton 

25 

100 

6 

165 

296 

Fenstanton 

15 

54 

10 

142 

221 

Gt.  Staughton 

18 

89 

4 

100 

211 

Huntingdon  and 

Godmanchester 

101 

1104 

28 

831 

2064 

Kimbolton 

30 

141 

13 

303 

487 

Ramsey 

43 

284 

16 

199 

542 

St.  Ives 

93 

726 

24 

725 

1568 

St.  Neots 

74 

1143 

22 

528 

1767 

Sawtry 

17 

114 

1 

209 

341 

Somersham 

37 

125 

13 

151 

326 

Spaldwick 

13 

52 

7 

91 

163 

Warboys  . . 

28 

164 

17 

297 

506 

Wistow 

15 

45 

5 

53 

118 

Yaxley 

24 

130 

3 

128 

285 

Voluntary  Centre 

Old  Fletton 

116 

1588 

10 

661 

2375 

Wyton  Aerodrome 

25 

88 

32 

67 

212 

Total  Number  of 
Attendances  at  all 
Centres 

745 

6311 

229 

5157 

12442 

Premature  Infants 

All  babies  having  a birth  weight  of  5 \ lbs.  or  under  are  notified 
to  the  Local  Health  Authority.  The  following  statement  gives 
particulars  of  those  notified: — 

No.  of  Premature  infants  notified  . . . . . . 52 

No.  of  Premature  infants  born  at  home  . . . . 13 

No.  of  Premature  infants  born  in  hospital  . . 39 

No.  of  deaths  registered 

(a)  under  1 week 

(b)  1-4  weeks 


1 

1 
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The  provision  for  the  care  of  premature  babies  in  the  home, 
consisting  of  special  portable  cots  complete  with  the  necessary 
equipment  and  specially  devised  oxygen  units  and  placed  at 
strategic  centres  in  the  County,  remains  as  in  the  previous  year. 


Born  at  home 

Grand 

Total 

(7) 

Trans- 

ferred 

to 

hospital 

(1) 

Nursed  entirely  at  home 

Died 

in 

first 

24  hrs. 

(2) 

Died 
on  2nd 
to  7 th 
day 

(3) 

Died 
on  8th 
to  28th 
day 

(4) 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

(5) 

Total 

(6) 

Under  3 lbs. 

1 

— _ 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

3-4  lbs. 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

1 

2 

2 

4-5*  lbs.  . . 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

9 

10 

10 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

1 

10 

12 

13 

Dental  Treatment 

The  Senior  Dental  Officer  reports  as  follows : — 

“The  scheme  for  the  dental  care  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  pre-school  children,  as  detailed  in  the  last  report, 
continued  to  work  smoothly  throughout  the  year. 

“The  demand  for  treatment  from  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  diminished  owing  to  the  fact  that  this  class  of  patient 
tended  to  obtain  treatment  through  the  General  Dental  Service  of 
the  National  Health  Service.  On  the  other  hand  the  number  ol 
pre-school  children  attending  showed  an  increase. 

“There  is  an  X-Ray  Unit  available  at  each  of  the  Dental 
Clinics  at  Huntingdon  and  Old  Fletton  where  all  classes  of  patients 
dealt  with  under  the  County  Council’s  Dental  Service  may  be 
examined  by  X-Ray  if  required. 

“In  spite  of  the  shortage  of  dental  staff  the  service  to  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  was  fully  maintained 
during  the  year,  and  all  mothers  applying  for  treatment  were  dealt 
with  without  delay.” 

The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  provided  with  dental 
care  and  the  forms  of  treatment  provided : — 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care: 
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Supply  of  Welfare  Foods 

The  Ministry  of  Food  products,  cod  liver  oil,  orange  juice, 
etc.,  continued  to  be  supplied  through  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 
but  the  take-up  of  these  products  remains  at  a low  level. 


Maternity  Outfits 

Maternity  outfits  for  issue  to  expectant  mothers  were  available 
at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  obtainable  from  the  District  Nurse- 
Midwives.  Altogether  576  of  these  outfits  were  issued  free  of  charge 
during  the  year. 


Home  Visiting 

Details  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors 
are  set  out  under  the  section  dealing  with  Health  Visitors.  (See 
Page  19.) 


Maternity  Beds 

The  provision  of  maternity  hospital  accommodation  is  now  the 
responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Accommodation  for 
patients  in  this  County  requiring  institutional  confinement  is 
available  at  Paxton  Park  Maternity  Home,  St.  Neots,  and  at  “The 
Gables”  Maternity  Home,  Peterborough.  The  total  number  of 
births  in  the  former  was  283  and  in  the  latter  126. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  undertaken  by  the  County 
Council  Welfare  Worker  for  the  Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother  and 
her  Child. 

Ante- Natal  Arrangements— 

No.  applications  for  confinement  at  Hospital  or  in 


own  home  . . . . . . . . . . 28 

No.  admitted  to  Mother  and  Baby  Homes — * 

Diocesan  Home,  Cambridge  (per  Hunts.  C.C.)  5 

Catholic  Home,  Grayshott  ,,  ,,  ,,  1 

S.A.  Home,  London  ..,,,,  ,,  1 

“Beacon  Lodge”,  London  (paying  for  self)  . . 1 

— 8 

No.  referred  to  Workers  outside  County  . . . . 5 
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Post-Natal  Arrangements — - 

No.  returning  home  with  child  . . . . . . 21 

No.  returning  home,  child  still-born  . . . . . . 1 

No.  going  into  domestic  job  with  child  . . . . 4 

No.  placing  child  for  adoption  . . . . . . 8 

No.  marrying  putative  father,  before  birth  of  child  . . 1 

No.  marrying  putative  father,  after  birth  of  child  . . 1 

No.  Affiliation  Orders  obtained  . . . . . . 1 

No.  Private  Agreements  signed  . . . . . . 1 

General  Welfare — 

No.  concerning  Matrimonial  difficulties  . . . . 6 

No.  concerning  Adolescents  . . . . . . . . 2 

No.  concerning  putative  father,  for  girl  outside  of 

County  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

No.  concerning  Change  of  Employment  . . . . 1 

No.  needing  financial  help,  visited  and  referred  to 

National  Assistance  Board  . . . . . . 4 

No.  general  enquiries  re  Adoption,  etc.  . . . . 6 

20 

New  Cases — 

Care  of  the  unmarried  mother  and  her  child  . . 41 

General  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

— 61 

After-Care  of  previous  Cases  . . . . . . . . 50 


Total  No.  during  the  year  . . Ill 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Defects 

12  Children  under  five  years  of  age  were  referred  to  the  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  Consultants. 

Ophthalmic  Work 

Only  one  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  during 
the  year.  The  vision  in  this  case  was  unimpaired. 

Cases  referred  from  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  examined  by 
the  Ophthalmic  Consultant  at  the  Eye  Clinics. 
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The  following  table  summarises 

the  ophthalmic 

work  under- 

taken : — 

Huntingdon 

Old  Fletton 

Number  of  new  cases 

43 

5 

Number  of  old  cases 

38 

8 

Number  of  attendances  . . 

. . 109 

17 

Total  number  of  cases  in 

which 

spectacles  were  prescribed  . . 33 

2 

Orthopaedic  Treatment 


Children  under  school  age  found  to  be  suffering  from  ortho- 
paedic defects  are  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics  at  which  a 
Consultant  on  the  staff  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  attends. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  cases  dealt  with  both 
at  the  Surgeons  Clinics  and  the  Care  and  After-Care  Centres  during 
the  year. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  SURGEONS  CLINICS,  1949. 


Clinic 

No.  of 
Clinics 
held 

New 

cases 

seen 

ATTENDANCES 

S.E. 

P.E. 

M.  & 
C.W. 

T.B. 

P.H. 

P.A. 

Total 

Huntingdon 

23 

98 

25 

263 

118 

24 

26 

11 

467 

Peterborough 

11 

20 

3 

117 

14 

15 

— 

— 

149 

TOTAL 

34 

118 

28 

380 

132 

39 

26 

11 

616 

NOTE. — S.E. — Secondary  Education;  P.E. — Primary  Education;  M.  & C.W. — Pre-school 
cases;  T.B. — Tuberculosis  cases;  P.H. — Other  Adults;  P.A. — Public  Assistance. 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE  CENTRES,  1949. 


Clinic 

No.  of 
Clinics 
held 

ATTENDANCES 

S.E. 

P.E. 

M.  & 
C.W. 

T.B. 

P.H. 

P.A. 

Total 

Huntingdon  . . 

18 

21 

269 

1 

1 

2 

— 

294 

Fletton 

18 

20 

119 

— 

4 

— 

— 

140 

Ramsey 

11 

18 

152 

— 

2 

— 

— 

172 

St.  Ives 

18 

— 

98 

2 

— 

— 

— 

100 

St.  Neots 

15 

— 

103 

1 

2 

— 

— 

106 

TOTAL  

80 

59 

741 

4 

6 

2 

— 

812 

Home  Visits  by  Sister 

— 

4 

135 

68 

62 

19 

— 

288 

MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 
(Sections  23  and  25) 

43  Midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  midwifery  in 
the  County.  Of  these  10  were  employed  in  Institutions  and  27  were 
District  Nurse-Midwives  employed  by  the  County  Council. 

One  of  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  acts  as  Medical 
Supervisor  of  Midwives  and  the  County  Superintendent  of  Midwives 
carries  out  the  non-medical  supervision. 

The  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Service  in  this  County  is 
operated  as  a combined  service.  All  nurses,  other  than  four  who 
practise  in  urban  areas,  are  either  provided  with  a car  by  the  Local 
Health  Authority  or,  where  the  nurse  uses  her  own  car,  she  is  paid  a 
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travelling  allowance  on  the  County  Council  scale.  The  four  nurses 
referred  to  who  live  and  practise  in  urban  areas  are  provided  with 
bicycles. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  22  District  Nurse-Midwives  and  one 
Relief  Nurse-Midwife  were  employed.  There  were  four  vacancies. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1 7 District  Nurse- Mid  wives  on  the  staff 
were  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  carried  out. 


Number  of  cases  attended  as  Midwives 
Number  of  cases  attended  as  Maternity  Nurse 
Number  of  Midwifery  cases  in  which  medical 
aid  was  called  in  by  Midwife 
Number  of  attendances — Midwifery  cases 
Number  of  attendances — Maternity  cases 
Number  of  General  Nursing  attendances 
Number  of  other  attendances 


334 

278 

111 

5380 

4223 

25042 

4781 


HEALTH  VISITING  (Section  24) 


Since  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
the  duties  of  Health  Visitors  now  include,  in  addition  to  the  care 
of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children,  the  respon- 
sibility of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  persons  suffering  from  illness 
and  on  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  The 
Health  Visitor  is  now  expected  to  undertake  the  supervision  of  the 
family  as  a unit. 


Although  the  establishment  of  Health  Visitors  was  increased 
to  cope  with  the  additional  duties,  there  was  no  response  from 
suitable  applicants  on  the  vacancies  being  advertised.  In  order  to 
overcome  this  shortage  of  Health  Visitors,  the  County  Council 
invited  applications  from  nurses  who  were  both  eligible  and  pre- 
pared to  undergo  training  as  Health  Visitors.  Two  District  Nurse- 
Midwives  on  the  County  Council  staff  were  accepted  as  trainees, 
both  of  whom  were  later  successful  in  obtaining  their  Health  Visitor’s 
Certificates.  All  expenses  for  this  course  were  paid  by  the  County 
Council  subject  to  the  condition  that  the  trainee  remained  in  the 
employment  of  the  County  Council  for  a specified  period  after 
qualification  as  a Health  Visitor.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  : — 


Children  under 
i year  of  age 

First  Total 

visits  visits 

1126  5286 


Children  between 
the  ages  of  i and  5 

First  Total 

visits  visits 

238  7854 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

(Section  26) 

Vaccination 

Although  the  number  of  children  under  the  age  of  14  years 
who  were  successfully  vaccinated  during  the  year  shows  some 
improvement  on  the  corresponding  figure  for  1948,  the  present 
figures  amount  to  only  50  per  cent  of  the  number  in  this  age  group 
vaccinated  during  1947,  which  was  the  last  full  year  in  which 
compulsory  vaccination  regulations  remained  in  force.  The  dis- 
inclination of  parents  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  in  early  life 
is  to  be  deprecated  and  it  is  remarkable  that  there  should  be  this 
tendency  especially  in  view  of  the  recent  sharp  reminders  in  various 
districts  throughout  the  country  that  Smallpox  is  still  a very  highly 
infectious  disease  and  one  which  is  capable  of  giving  rise  to  a rapidly 
fatal  illness  in  the  unvaccinated  individual. 


During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949,  the  number  of 
persons  vaccinated  was  as  follows: — - 


Age  at  31st  Dec.,  1949 
i.e.,  born  in  years 

Under  1 
1949 

1-4 

1945-1948 

5-14 

1935-1944 

15  or  over 
before 
1935 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated 

268 

82 

11 

17 

378 

Number  Re-Vaccinated 

— 

4 

13 

52 

69 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  County  Council’s  Scheme  set  up  under  Section  26  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  for  the  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  of  children  up  to  15  years  of  age  has  continued  to  operate 
smoothly  and  efficiently.  The  actual  number  of  children  in  this  age 
group  who  completed  the  primary  course  of  immunisation  during 
the  year  shows  approximately  a 13  per  cent  reduction  as  compared 
with  the  figure  for  1948. 

On  the  other  hand  the  number  of  children  between  these  ages 
who  received  a reinforcing  injection  shows  an  increase  of  54  per 
cent. 


There  is  still  room  for  considerable  improvement  in  the  number 
of  children  immunised  at  or  about  the  age  of  one  year  and  this  fact 
has  been  mentioned  by  District  Medical  Officers  in  recent  Annual 
Reports. 
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During  the  year  the  number  of  children  who  completed  a full 
course  of  primary  immunisation  was  as  follows : — * 

Children  under  5 years  . . 875 

Children  5-14  years  . . . . 140 

1015 


Total  No.  of  children  who  were  given  a secondary 

or  reinforcing  injection  . . . . . . 1576 

The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  Diphtheria  Immunisa- 
tion state  within  the  County  of  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years. 
This  shows  a slight  improvement  on  the  figures  for  the  previous  year. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  HAD  COMPLETED  A FULL  COURSE  OF 
IMMUNISATION  AT  ANY  TIME  UP  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1949. 
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AMBULANCE  (Section  20) 

In  this  County  the  Ambulance  Service  set  up  under  Section  20 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  is  combined  with  the 
Fire  Service.  The  following  information  relates  to  the  working 
of  the  Ambulance  Service  during  the  year  1949. 

Statistics 


Directly  Provided — 

Vehicles 

Journeys 

Patients 

Miles 

Ambulances 

5 

1508  (452) 

2312 

51327 

Sitting  Cars  . . 

Agency  Services — 

3 

1562  )178) 

3062 

72384 

Ramsey  & St.  Ives 

Soke  of  Peterborough 
County  Council 

2 

732  (139) 

1635 

38800 

Ambulances  . . 

4 

225  (122) 

225 

4887 

Sitting  Cars 

Supplementary — 

3 

945  (19) 

945 

22877 

Hospital  Car  Service 

Comparative  figures  for  6 

25 

675  (_) 

5647  (910) 

1032 

9211 

21075 

211350 

months,  July-Dee.,  1948  . . 

2226  (118) 

2885 

66193 

(The  figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  emergency  calls) 

From  the  foregoing  statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  the  call  on  the 
Service  has  shown  an  increase  far  beyond  what  could  have  been 
expected.  It  was  hoped  that  the  commitments  would  reach  a 
maximum  level  within  twelve  months  and  so  permit  a reasonable 
estimate  for  the  future  planning  of  the  Service,  but  to  date  the  call 
on  the  Service  has  shown  a steady  increase.  During  the  year  the 
number  of  patients  conveyed  in  a month  fluctuated  from  575  to  785. 

Establishment 

During  the  year  it  was  found  that  the  Agency  Services  of  Ramsey 
and  St.  Ives  were  being  used  to  an  uneconomical  extent  and  in  the 
Autumn  a review  of  the  establishment  resulted  in  an  increase  in  the 
whole-time  personnel  from  2 Civilians  and  5 Firemen  Ambulance 
Drivers  to  2 Civilians  and  9 Firemen  Ambulance  Drivers.  It  was 
estimated  that  by  this  increase  of  full-time  personnel  the  calls  made 
on  the  agency  services  would  be  reduced  by  approximately  50  per 
cent;  this  was  in  fact  achieved,  but  whereas  previously  it  had  been 
found  easy  to  employ  part-time  drivers  on  an  almost  full-time  basis, 


difficulty  arose  when  it  became  a matter  of  engaging  part-time 
drivers  for  broken  periods.  As  a result  of  this,  the  manning  of  the 
Agency  Services  has  given  cause  for  concern  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  position  has  not  materially  altered. 

Transport 

During  the  year  no  new  vehicle  was  put  into  commission,  and 
with  the  increasing  age  of  the  existing  vehicles,  a new  ambulance 
and  sitting  case  car  became  an  urgent  requirement.  Sitting  Gar 
cases  still  constitute  the  major  proportion  of  the  work  and  am- 
bulances are  frequently  used  to  convey  sitting  case  patients.  During 
the  year  both  Saloon  type  sitting  case  cars  underwent  major 
overhauls. 

Premises 

The  problem  of  accommodation  for  the  vehicles  remained 
acute,  garaging  both  at  Trinity  Place  and  Princes  Street,  Huntingdon 
continues  to  be  far  from  satisfactory. 

General — Use  of  Service 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  there  is  evidence  that  calls 
on  the  Service  are  being  made  which  are  not  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  Act.  If  the  Service  is  to  maintain  its  efficiency  within  the 
present  establishment  greater  vigilance  and  control  will  have  to  be 
exercised.  On  1st  October  the  National  Health  Service  (Amend- 
ment) Act  became  operative,  and  this  placed  the  responsibility  on 
the  Local  Health  Authority  of  returning  patients  from  hospitals 
outside  the  County  to  their  home  address  within  the  County 
provided  the  stay  in  hospital  was  of  less  than  three  months’  duration. 

The  demands  by  Hospitals  on  the  Ambulance  Service  should  be 
considerably  reduced  were  it  possible  for  the  Hospital  to  arrange 
the  simultaneous  discharge  of  patients  living  in  the  same  locality 
This  could  be  achieved  by  Hospitals  having  one  officer  deputed  to 
be  responsible  for  transport  of  patients  to  and  from  the  Hospital. 

Origin  of  Calls  for  Ambulance  Service. 

Calls  during  the  year  originated  as  follows: — 

Doctors  . . . . . . . . . . 42% 

Hospitals  . . . . . . . . 34% 

County  Medical  Officer;  Midwives, 

Nurses  and  Welfare  Officers,  etc.  20% 

Public  and  Police  , , , , . , 4% 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 
AFTER-CARE  (Section  28) 

Tuberculosis 

Rehabilitation 

The  County  Council  have  in  operation  a scheme  for  the 
rehabilitation  of  tubercular  patients  in  Papworth  Hall  Sanatorium 
and  in  Preston  Hall  Sanatorium.  During  the  year  5 patients  (3  male 
and  2 female)  were  accepted  and  commenced  training. 

Occupational  Therapy 

The  Occupational  Therapy  Scheme  is  for  tubercular  patients 
who  have  completed  their  period  of  sanatorium  treatment,  but  are 
not  yet  fit  to  work.  There  is  little  wastage  of  material  as  the  patient 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  stay  at  the  sanatorium  receives  instruc- 
tion in  whatever  handicraft  he  is  anxious  to  pursue. 


Venereal  Diseases 

The  duty  of  providing  facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  Venereal  Diseases  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hos- 
pital Board.  When  this  service  passed  to  the  Board  from  the  Local 
Authority  the  services  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Almoner  were  also 
transferred. 


New  Patients — 


March  Quarter 

15 

June  Quarter 

25 

September  Quarter 

11 

December  Quarter 

7 

Total  No.  of  new  Patients 

58 

Patients  on  Register  1st  January,  1949 

33 

Home  Visits  made  to  Patients 

46 

Written  communications  addressed  to  Patients 

75 

Loan  Depots 

Centres  where  patients  may  obtain  nursing  equipment  and 
apparatus  are  maintained  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  There 
are  such  Loan  Depots  at  Huntingdon,  Godmanchester,  St.  Ives, 
Ramsey,  Kimbolton,  Water  Newton,  Elton,  Orton  Waterville, 
Yaxley,  Old  Fletton,  Brampton,  Abbots  Ripton  and  St.  Neots, 
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Health  Education 

Use  continued  to  be  made  of  the  posters  and  pamphlets  issued 
by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education.  Posters  are  exhibited 
in  the  Welfare  Centres  and  Schools  and  pamphlets  are  distributed 
at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  by  Health  Visitors. 

A Health  Education  Exhibition  Stand  was  obtained  on  loan 
from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education.  Interchangeable 
topics  have  been  supplied  by  this  Council  at  approximately  six 
weekly  intervals,  and  exhibited  in  the  County. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE  (Section  29) 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  work  in  connection  with  the 
Home  Help  Service  was  undertaken  by  the  Women's  Voluntary 
Services  in  the  absence  of  an  official  Organiser.  While  this  arrange- 
ment operated  the  major  part  of  the  work  was  carried  out  by  Mrs. 
B.  A.  Meadows,  the  W.V.S.  Secretary,  who  was  later,  on  the  1st 
April,  officially  appointed  the  Home  Help  Organiser  (part-time). 
As  in  the  previous  year  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  recruits  was 
experienced.  This  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  employment  in 
light  industry  and  in  agriculture  was  easy  to  obtain  and  more 
remunerative.  Those  who  were  recruited  fortunately  had  a real 
interest  in  domestic  work  and  were  genuinely  keen  to  assist  the  sick 
and  aged.  By  the  end  of  the  month  of  April,  35  Home  Helps  had 
been  enrolled  and  although  difficulty  in  keeping  the  Home  Helps 
in  full  employment  did  arise  it  was  rapidly  solved  when  it  became 
generally  known  to  the  community  that  Home  Helps  were  available. 
Householders  who  had  received  assistance  from  the  Service  readily 
recommended  the  scheme  to  their  friends  and  associates  so  that,  in 
fact,  the  Service  became  its  own  publicity  agent. 

The  Service  has  shown  considerable  expansion  during  the  year 
and  on  the  whole  has  worked  satisfactorily;  that  is  not  to  say, 
however,  that  no  difficulties  have  arisen.  A typical  example  of  the 
difficulty  encountered  is  when  a Home  Help  is  booked  for  two 
confinements,  and  these  two  cases  overlap  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
the  first  case  happens  to  be  delayed  or  the  second  case  is  somewhat 
premature,  or  again,  when  one  of  the  Home  Helps  suddenly  falls  ill 
and  no  other  Home  Help  is  available  to  undertake  her  engagements. 
Complaints  on  the  whole  are  few  and  far  between,  but  those  that  are 
made  usually  refer  to  the  amount  which  the  householder  has  been 
assessed  to  pay,  or  to  the  fact  that  the  Home  Help  who  had  been 
detailed  for  duty  in  their  house  was  not  the  particular  Home  Help 
for  whom  the  householder  had  made  application. 
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It  must  be  clearly  understood  by  the  public  that  although  the 
County  Council  maintains  this  Home  Help  Service,  which  en- 
deavours to  meet  all  requests  for  assistance,  nevertheless,  the  appli- 
cation for  and  the  booking  of  assistance  does  not  constitute  a con- 
tract which  guarantees  the  provision  of  a Home  Help.  This  provi- 
sion in  any  given  case  must  depend  upon  Home  Helps  being  avail- 
able for  the  purpose  at  the  particular  time. 

The  Home  Help  Organiser,  with  the  approval  of  the  County 
Council,  attended  a course  of  instruction  held  by  the  National 
Institute  of  Houseworkers,  Limited.  The  Course  was  found  to  be 
not  only  of  interest  but  also  of  great  value  in  that  it  gave  the  Or- 
ganiser the  opportunity  of  discussing  the  difficulties  of  the  Service 
and  their  solutions  with  Organisers  from  other  areas. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

A statistical  record  of  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  appears  in  a tabulated  form  later  in  the  report. 
The  619  cases  notified  to  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  shows 
a further  substantial  reduction  on  the  figures  of  1,660  and  970  for 
the  years  1947  and  1948  respectively.  Measles  accounted  for  nearly 
half  the  number  of  notifications. 


Measles 

Although  still  the  most  prevalent  of  notifiable  diseases,  the 
incidence  was  lower  than  1948  when  460  cases  occurred.  During 
1949  293  cases  were  notified. 


Whooping  Cough 

There  was  a marked  decrease  from  278  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  in  1948  to  124  cases  in  1949.  One  infant  death  occurred  as  a 
result  of  this  disease  which  remains  a serious  one,  more  particularly 
when  contracted  in  early  infancy. 


Scarlet  Fever 

70  Cases  were  notified,  which  shows  little  change  from  1948. 
The  cases  were  more  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  County  in 
contrast  to  the  previous  year  when  64  per  cent  of  the  total  cases 
occurred  in  the  North  and  North  East  parts  of  the  County. 
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Pneumonia 

53  Cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year  as  com- 
pared with  40  cases  in  1948.  The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease 
also  increased  from  17  to  20. 


Diphtheria 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  note  that  for  the  second  year  in  succession 
no  case  of  Diphtheria  has  occurred. 

Poliomyelitis 

This  County,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  Great  Britain,  suffered 
as  a result  of  the  epidemic  of  Poliomyelitis  which  occurred  during 
the  second  half  of  the  year.  Notifications  were  received  of  14  cases 
of  which  two  proved  fatal,  one  of  a girl  attending  the  Ramsey 
Grammar  School  and  one  of  a “boarder”  at  the  Abbey  School  for 
Boys,  Hemingford  Grey. 

The  first  case  occurred  at  Wistow  when  on  20th  August  a boy 
of  6 years  was  admitted  to  hospital  as  a suspected  case  of  Poliomyeli- 
tis. The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  but  the  case  proved  to  be  slight 
and  he  was  later  transferred  to  Felixstowe  Convalescent  Home. 

No  more  cases  were  reported  until  24th  September  when  cases 
of  an  adult  aged  1 7 at  Wistow  and  a girl  of  3 years  at  Colne  were 
notified.  A further  adult  case  at  Wistow  was  reported  on  the  7th 
October  and  as  there  appeared  to  be  a focus  of  infection  here  it 
was  decided  to  confine  school  children  of  that  area  as  far  as  possible, 
to  their  own  village.  They  were  therefore  excluded  from  Ramsey 
Grammar  School  and  Warboys  County  Primary  School  for  a period 
of  three  weeks.  Five  contacts  of  the  case  at  Colne  were  also  excluded 
from  school  for  a similar  period  and  the  father  of  the  child  suffering 
from  the  disease,  whose  occupation  brought  him  into  contact  with 
young  children,  was  given  leave  of  absence  from  his  work  for  a week. 

On  2nd  October  a case  was  notified  of  a boy  at  the  Abbey 
School,  Hemingford  Grey,  followed  by  two  more  cases  from  the 
same  school  on  the  8th  arid  16th.  On  26th  October,  a girl  at  Oldhurst 
attending  the  Ramsey  Grammar  School,  was  notified  as  suffering 
from  Poliomyelitis  and  while  investigating  this  case,  it  transpired 
that  her  sister  although  convalescent  when  seen,  had  had  symp- 
toms very  suggestive  of  the  disease  of  an  abortive  type.  Ramsey 
Grammar  School  was  closed  down  for  a period  of  three  weeks  and 
to  limit  the  infection,  children  attending  schools  outside  Oldhurst 
were  excluded  for  a similar  period. 
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Three  further  cases  were  notified  from  the  Abbey  School 
between  31st  October  and  4th  November  making  six  in  all.  This 
school  suffered  most  as  the  result  of  the  epidemic.  The  Abbey  School 
is  a private  residential  school  for  boys  with  its  own  Medical  Officer. 
The  epidemic  commenced  in  the  junior  and  spread  to  the  senior 
school.  All  possible  precautions  were  taken  after  full  consultation 
between  the  School  Medical  Officer,  the  District  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  a representative  from  the  Department  of  Human 
Ecology,  University  of  Cambridge.  At  the  onset,  all  day  boys 
(numbering  four)  were  immediately  excluded,  the  remainder 
being  confined  to  the  precincts  of  the  school.  Where  children  were 
removed  from  the  school,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  into  which  they  were  taken  to  be 
informed,  to  enable  the  contacts  to  be  kept  under  close  surveillance. 

A child  living  in  Northamptonshire  and  attending  Elton 
School  was  reported  as  having  been  admitted  to  Hospital  and  as  a 
precaution,  the  school  was  closed  for  a period  of  three  weeks  but 
no  further  notifications  from  this  area  were  received. 

On  10th  November,  an  adult  case  was  notified  at  Bury  and 
except  for  an  isolated  case  of  a baby  of  five  months  at  the  R.A.F. 
Station,  Upwood,  which  although  notified  in  the  following  year 
actually  fell  ill  late  in  December  1949,  this  proved  to  be  the  end  of 
the  epidemic. 

All  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital  immediately,  the  average 
length  of  stay  was  three  weeks.  Although  some  cases  showed  an 
initial  paresis,  these  all  made  a complete  recovery  following  the 
appropriate  treatment. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  HUNTINGDON  COUNTY 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 
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District 

URBAN 

Godmanchester 

Huntingdon 

Old  Fletton 

Ramsey 

St.  Neots 

St.  Ives 

RURAL 

Huntingdon 

Norman  Cross 

St.  Ives 

St.  Neots 

Totals 

31 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


Abstract  relating  to  Huntingdonshire  patients  treated 
at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centres 


Cambridge 

Peterborough 

1949 

1948 

1949 

1948 

Number  of  persons  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  and 
found  to  be  suffering  from: — 

Syphilis 

17 

7 

6 

8 

Soft  Chancre  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

1 

4 

8 

6 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal 

26 

23 

41 

49 

Total 

44 

34 

55 

63 

WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

The  Welfare  of  the  Blind  is  one  of  the  new  functions  of  the 
Welfare  Sub-Committee  and  on  31st  December,  1949,  there  were 

104  persons  on  the  Blind  Register  and  33  cases  under  observation. 

% 

The  Home  Teacher  paid  approximately  670  visits  for  social 
and  instructional  purposes  during  the  year. 

Pensions  from  voluntary  sources  received  by  blind  persons 
were : — 

Gardener’s  Trust  for  the  Blind  . . 1 person 
Royal  Blind  Pension  Society  . . 5 persons 

During  the  year  1 1 new  cases  were  added  to  the  Register,  one 
case  was  transferred  into  the  County,  5 cases  transferred  out,  and 
9 cases  were  removed  from  the  Register  as  deceased. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  out  of  the  104  blind  persons  on  the 
Register  there  is  only  one  case  under  school  age,  and  all  blind  and 
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partially  sighted  children  of  school  age  are  attending  special  schools 
as  follows: — 

*1  blind  boy  and  1 partially  sighted  girl — 

East  Anglian  School  for  the  Blind,  Gorleston-on-Sea. 

1 partially  sighted  boy — 

Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind,  Sheffield. 

1 partially  sighted  girl — — 

Barclay  School  for  Partially  Sighted  Girls,  Little 
Paddock,  Sunnyhill,  Berks. 

A few  blind  people  meet  every  fortnight  at  the  premises  of 
the  Huntingdonshire  Society  for  the  Blind  for  instruction  in  pastimes, 
handicrafts,  games,  etc.,  which  is  much  enjoyed. 

A retail  shop  at  the  Society’s  premises  is  open  for  the  sale  of 
goods  made  by  the  blind  persons,  principally  in  their  own  homes. 

On  the  9th  December,  1949,  the  Huntingdonshire  Society  for 
the  Blind  and  all  the  blind  persons  in  this  County  suffered  an 
irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of  Miss  Bessie  Gladstone,  Secretary  of 
the  above  Society,  as  the  result  of  a motoring  accident.  Miss  Glad- 
stone had  held  this  position  for  the  last  23  years  and  her  great  kind- 
ness and  devotion  to  duty  endeared  her  to  all  the  blind  people.  She 
will  be  greatly  missed. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  (Section  51) 

This  service  continued  to  be  administered  through  the  General 
Health  Services  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee.  A 
Psychiatrist  on  the  staff  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  holds  a 
Clinic  at  Huntingdon  weekly  in  premises  provided  by  the  Local 
Health  Authority.  Gases  are  referred  to  this  Clinic  by  medical 
practitioners  and  public  health  medical  officers. 


Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-38 

The  total  number  of  cases  reported  to  be  mental  defectives  was 
16  (8  male  and  8 female).  Of  this  number  8 (3  male  and  5 female) 
were  reported  under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Certified  Institutions 
by  Order  was  8 and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  cases 
awaiting  vacancies  in  Institutions  was  20. 
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Supervision  of  cases  on  Licence  from  Institutions  and  those 
under  Statutory  Supervision  was  carried  out  by  the  Mental  Health 
Worker  and  the  number  of  visits  to  these  patients  during  the  year 
was  as  follows: — 

To  cases  on  Licence  . . . . . . 54 

To  cases  under  Statutory  Supervision  1071 


I.  Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  the  31st  December, 
1949:— 


(1)  Number  of  Ascertained  Mental  Defectives  found 
to  be  “Subject  to  be  dealt  with”: — 

(a)  In  Institutions  (including  cases  on  licence 
therefrom) — 


Males  Females  Total 


(2) 


Under  16  years  of  age 

4 

1 

5 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

18 

16 

34 

( b ) Under  Guardianship  (including  cases  on 

licence  therefrom) — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

2 

7 

9 

(■ c ) In  “places  of  safety” 

— 

— 

— 

(d)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  (excluding 

cases  on  licence) — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

15 

10 

25 

Aged  16  years  ond  over 

22 

16 

38 

(e)  Action  not  yet  taken  under  any  one  of  the 

above  headings 

Total  ascertained  cases  found  to  be 

1 

2 

3 

62 

52 

114 

“subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

No.  of  cases  included  in  ( b ) to  (<?)  above 

awaiting  removal  to  an  Institution 

14 

6 

20 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  not  at  present 
“Subject  to  be  dealt  with”,  but  over  whom  some 
form  of  voluntary  supervision  is  maintained: — - 

Under  16  years  of  age 

1 

1 

2 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

o 

a 

1 

4 

Total  number  of  mental  defectives  (1)  plus  (2) 

66 

54 

120 

34 


(3)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  Receiving 
Training: — 

(a)  In  day-training  centres — 

Under  16  years  of  age 
Aged  16  years  and  over 
(Under  Guardianship) 

( b ) At  home 


Males  Females  Total 

— 3 3 

17  16  33 


Total  ..  17  19  36 


II.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  1949: — 


( 1 ) Ascertainment — 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education 
Authorities  (Section  57,  Education  Act, 
1944) : — 

(i)  Under  Section  57  (3) 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5) : — 

On  leaving  special  schools 
On  leaving  ordinary  schools 


Males  Females  Total 


3 5 8 


(b)  Other  ascertained  defectives  reported 
during  1949  and  found  to  be  “subject  to 
be  dealt  with” 

Total  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

(c)  Other  reported  cases  ascertained  during 
1949  who  are  not  at  present  “subject  to 
be  dealth  with” 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  during 
the  year 

(2)  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  the  year — 

(a)  Ascertained  defectives  found  to  be 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with” — - 

(i)  Admitted  to  Institutions 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

(iii)  Taken  to  “places  of  safety” 

(iv)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

(v)  Died  or  removed  from  area 

(vi)  Action  not  yet  taken 

Total  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with” 


3 

3 

6 

6 

8 

14 

2 

2 

8 

8 

16 

2 

1 

3 

4 

6 

10 

— 

1 

1 

6 

8 

14 
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Males  Females  Total 

( b ) Cases  not  at  present  subject  to  be  dealt 
with— 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Super- 
vision . . , . . . . . — — — 

(ii)  Later  found  not  to  be  defective  . . — — — 

(iii)  Died  or  removed  from  area  . . — — — 

(iv)  Action  unnecessary  . . . . — — — 

(v)  Action  not  yet  taken  . . . . 2 — 2 

Total  cases  not  at  present  “subject  to  be  

dealt  with”  . . . . . . . . 2 — 2 


III.  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  in  Institutions  under 
Community  Care  including  Voluntary  Supervision  or 
in  “Places  of  Safety”  on  1st  January,  1949,  who  have 
ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  of  care  during 
1949:— 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  . . . . . . — 1 1 

(b)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of  2 1 3 

Total  2 2 4 


Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts 

The  following  summaries  set  out  the  work  undertaken  under 
this  head  during  the  year. 

Cambridgeshire  Mental  Hospital,  Fulbourn 


No.  of  Certified  patients  admitted 

• • 

• • 

33 

No.  of  Certified  patients  discharged 

• • 

. . 

37 

No.  of  Voluntary  patients  admitted 

• • 

. . 

34 

No  of  Voluntary  patients  discharged 

• • 

. . 

30 

Cases  in  Institutions  on  the  31st 

December, 

1949 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Graylingwell  Mental  Hospital,  Chichester 

— 

1 

1 

Springfield  Mental  Hospital,  Upper  Tooting 

1 

— 

1 

Derby  County  Mental  Hospital,  Mickleover 

— 

1 

1 

St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Billericay 

— 

1 

1 

Friern  Hospital,  New  Southgate 

— 

1 

1 

Three  Counties  Hospital,  Arlesey 

12 

6 

18 

Fulbourn  Mental  Hospital 

57 

83 

140 

70 


93 


163 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE 

COUNTY 

Housing 

Progress  in  the  provision  of  houses,  although  reported  in  all 
districts  as  steady,  is  slow  and  limited  by  reason  of  the  continued 
shortage  of  both  materials  and  manpower. 

The  continued  shortage  of  houses  presents  one  of  the  gravest 
of  social  problems. 


New  Houses  Occupied  During  1949 

The  figures  given  in  the  Table  below  have  been  obtained  from 
the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  shows  both  the 
number  of  new  houses  erected  and  also  the  number  of  new  dwellings 
provided  by  adaptation  during  1949. 


Sanitary  District 

New  houses  by 

By  Adaptation 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Urban  Districts— 

* Huntingdon  Borough 

— 

4 

— 

3 Flats 

St.  Ives  Borough  . . 

10 

6 

— 

2 

Godmanchester  Borough 

16 

8 

12 

— 

Old  Fletton 

58 

3 

— 

— 

Ramsey 

32 

4 

— 

— 

St.  Neots  . . 

16 

1 

— 

— 

Rural  Districts — 

Huntingdon 

31 

6 

26 

1 

Norman  Gross 

34 

7 

— 

— 

St.  Ives 

47 

— 

45 

— 

St.  Neots  . . 

40 

9 

— 

4 

Totals 

284 

48 

83 

10 

* The  approach  road  to  a new  housing  estate  was  in  the  course  of  construction 
and  the  service  mains  in  connection  with  this  estate  were  being  laid. 


Water  Supply. 

In  the  districts  forming  the  eastern  part  of  the  County  some 
concern  arose  with  regard  to  the  water  supply  brought  about  by  the 
considerable  increase  in  consumption.  This  increased  consumption 
was  largely  due  to  additional  calls  made  by  industrial  consumers. 


37 


To  ensure  that  an  adequate  supply  was  available  for  domestic  use  the 
Ramsey  and  St.  Ives  Joint  Water  Board  restricted  supplies  to  the 
industrial  consumers  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year.  Every 
effort  is  being  made  by  the  Water  Board  to  obtain  supplies  from 
additional  sources  to  augment  the  existing  supply. 

During  the  year  the  St.  Ives  Rural  District  Scheme  for  the 
provision  of  a main  water  supply  to  Hilton,  Hemingford  Abbots, 
Hemingford  Grey,  Houghton  and  Wyton  was  completed. 

The  Buckden  Water  Scheme  undertaken  by  the  St.  Neots 
Rural  District  Council,  although  working  in  each  of  the  villages 
served  had  not  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

On  the  19th  July,  1949,  a Public  Inquiry  was  held  into  the 
Joint  Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  Boroughs  of  Huntingdon  and 
Godmanchester.  The  new  proposals  which  were  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  principle  allow  for  a Joint  Scheme  to  serve 
the  two  districts. 

In  Ramsey  Urban  District  the  disposal  of  night-soil  from  those 
houses  without  a water-carriage  system  has  been  improved  by  the 
employment  of  a modern  motor  vehicle. 

The  Norman  Cross  Rural  District  Council  5 Parish  Scheme  for 
sewage  disposal  was  deferred  for  a period  of  12  months  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  administration  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regula- 
tions relating  to  the  production  of  designated  milk  ceased  to  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council  on  the  30th  September,  1949. 
The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  from  this  date  became 
directly  responsible  for  the  work  under  these  Regulations. 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  work  undertaken  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  by  Captain 
W.  K.  Townson,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders 

“Prior  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  taking 
over  this  work  from  County  Councils,  on  the  1st  October,  1949,  the 
number  of  Designated  Herds  in  the  County  totalled  96,  viz: — - 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . 56 

Accredited  , , . , . . 40 
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“These  numbers  have  no  doubt  materially  altered  since  being 
in  the  hands  of  the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  as 
several  dairymen  were  about  to  apply  for  licences  to  sell  designated 
milk,  and  these  have  no  doubt  been  dealt  with. 

“The  total  number  of  milk  samples  taken  from  the  Designated 
Herds  for  Bacteriological  examination,  up  to  the  30th  September, 
1949,  was  249,  the  percentage  of  failures  being  low. 

“The  condition  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  throughout  the 
County,  licenced  to  produce  designated  milk,  was  generally 
satisfactory. 

“Twenty- three  bulk  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  and 
submitted  for  Biological  Test,  only  one  of  which  showed  evidence 
of  tuberculosis.  This  case  was  at  once  reported  and  dealt  with  by 
whole- time  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  More  samples 
could  not  be  taken  for  examination  owing  to  the  shortage  of  guinea 
pigs. 


“A  number  of  samples  of  milk  have  been  collected  from  Schools 
for  Bacteriological  examination,  and  one  of  these  was  also  submitted 
to  the  Biological  Test.  This  sample  showed  no  evidence  of  tuber- 
culosis. 


Meat  and  Canned  Foods 

“The  meat  and  canned  foods  as  undermentioned  have  been 
condemned  as  unfit  for  food : — - 

29,757  lbs.  Home-killed  Meat.  This  figure  includes  the 
weights  of  carcases,  and  parts  and  organs,  condemned 
at  St.  Ives  Slaughterhouse. 

53  J lbs.  carcases  of  15  Australian  Ducks. 

2J  stns.  Fish. 

9 cans  Fish  and  Whalemeat. 

85  ,,  Corned  Beef  and  Funcheon  Meat  (various  sizes). 

36  ,,  Meat  and  Vegetables  (various  kinds). 

19  ,,  Fruit,  Jams,  etc. 

49  ,,  Milk  (unsweetened). 

The  following  is  a summary  of  inspections  and  condemnations 
at  the  St.  Ives  Abattoir, 
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No. 

Killed 

C 

lONDEMNATIC 

NS 

Total 

Weight 

No.  of 
Whole 
Carcases 

Weight  of 
Whole 
Carcases 

Weight  of 
Parts  and 
Organs 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Cattle 

887 

28 

15634 

8304 

23938 

Calves 

517 

8 

581 

41 

622 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

2600 

5 

190 

358 

548 

Pigs 

732 

18 

3456 

914 

4370 

Total 

4736 

59 

19861 

9617 

29478 

Total  animals  killed  . . . . 4,736 

Total  meat  condemned  . . 13  tons  3 cwt.  22  lbs. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

“Throughout  the  area  where  District  Councils  have  delegated 
their  duties  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  visits  of  an 
exploratory  nature  have  been  made  in  order  to  discover  the  existing 
standards. 

“Food  Stores,  Shops,  Hotels  and  Restaurants  have  been  visited, 
and  where  conditions  have  required  improvement,  this  has  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  owners,  and  District  Sanitary  Authorities 
where  necessary. 

“Applications  for  the  sale  of  Ice-Cream  are  increasing  in  the 
County,  and  inspection  of  premises  has  been  carried  out  prior 
to  the  granting  of  the  licences,  in  order  to  ascertain  that  conditions 
comply  with  Sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.” 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Department. 

“The  total  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  406. 
Of  this  number  36,  or  8.8  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
Details  of  all  the  samples  taken  are  shown  in  the  appended  table. 

“The  figures  for  the  previous  year  were  403  samples  procured, 
with  35  or  9 per  cent,  below  standard. 
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Milk 

“254  samples  were  procured,  57  of  which,  having  been  tested 
in  the  Office  Laboratory  and  found  satisfactory,  were  not  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst.  29  or  1 1 .4  per  cent  of  the  samples  were  found 
to  be  not  genuine,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  they  were  below  the 
presumptive  standard  for  fat,  or  solids-not-fat,  or  contained  added 
water. 

“The  figures  for  the  year  1948  were  260  samples  procured  and 
28  or  10.8  per  cent  below  the  standard. 

“In  all  cases  where  any  deficiency  or  adulteration  is  found, 
‘Appeal  to  Cow’  samples  are  taken.  23  such  samples  were  taken,  16 
of  which  disclosed  the  fact  that  cows  were  giving  milk  below  the 
standard  for  milk-fat. 

“Added  water  to  the  extent  of  6.6  and  8.46  per  cent  were  found 
in  two  samples  sold  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  by  a producer. 
He  was  prosecuted  and  fined  a total  of  £5  Is.  Od. 

“A  retailer  sold  milk  to  which  16  per  cent  of  water  was  added. 
He,  too,  was  prosecuted  and  fined  £13  3s.  Od. 

“In  those  cases  where  fat  deficiency  was  proved  by  ‘Appeal  to 
Cow’  samples  to  be  due  to  the  natural  tendency  of  the  cows  to  give 
milk  of  poor  quality,  no  action  could  be  taken,  and  where  the  de- 
ficiency was  small  the  sellers  were  cautioned. 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs 

“152  Samples  were  taken  and  135  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst. 

“17  Samples  of  Spirits  taken  informally,  were  tested  by  means 
of  the  Office  equipment,  and  as  these  were  all  found  to  be  genuine 
they  were  not  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst. 

“No  case  of  serious  adulteration  was  found,  though  samples  of 
sweetened  fat  were  considered  to  contain  too  high  a proportion  of 
sugar.  This  article  is  no  longer  on  sale  in  retail  shops,  and  is  largely 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  unrationed  confectionery. 

Ice  Cream 

“Although  representations  have  been  made  to  him,  both  in 
Parliament  and  by  the  County  Councils  Association,  the  Minister 
of  Food  declines  to  fix  a standard  for  ice-cream,  on  the  grounds 
that  materials  are  in  short  supply,  and  that  to  impose  a standard 
would  result  in  a reduction  in  supply. 
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‘'The  Ministry  of  Food  has,  however,  increased  the  fat  and 
sugar  allocation  to  those  manufacturers  who  guarantee  a fat  content 
of  2.\  per  cent  in  their  ice-cream.  This  percentage  may  be  regarded 
as  very  low.  An  average  ice-cream  contains  8 to  10  per  cent  of  fat. 

Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1946 

“The  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  this  Order  is  generally 
carried  out  simultaneously  with  those  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  and 
Weights  and  Measures  Acts. 

“Generally  speaking,  all  pre-packed  food,  with  the  exception  of 
that  for  which  a standard  is  fixed  or  implied,  must  be  labelled  with 
the  name  of  the  article  itself,  the  ingredients  of  which  it  is  composed, 
the  name  of  the  packer  and  the  net  weight  of  the  contents  of  the 
container. 

“In  addition  to  the  checking  of  the  weight  of  the  contents  of 
packages,  samples  are  taken  for  the  dual  purpose  of  ascertaining  if 
they  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
and  to  verify  the  truth  of  the  statement  as  to  ingredients. 

“In  the  main,  the  requirements  of  the  Order  are  being  satis- 


factorily 

complied  with. 

Prosecutions 

Article 

Offence 

Result 

Milk 

Selling  Milk  not  of  the  nature,  sub- 
stance and  quality  demanded  by  the 
purchasers. 

Convicted.  Fined  £4 
and  £1  Is.  Od.  costs. 

Milk 

Selling  Milk  to  which  had  been  added 
water. 

Convicted.  Fined  £10 
and  £3  3s.  Od.  costs. 

Milk 

Selling  Milk,  intended  for,  but  unfit 
for,  human  consumption. 

Dismissed. 

TABLE  OF  ARTICLES  SAMPLED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1949 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
WELFARE  SERVICES 

Mr.  J.  Godwin  Ellis,  the  Chief  Welfare  Officer,  reports  that  the 
Welfare  Sub-Committee  has  been  very  active  during  the  year  in  the 
administration  of  the  various  requirements  they  are  called  upon  to 
undertake  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

The  provision  of  residential  accommodation  for  aged  in  small 
homes  and  the  improvement  of  existing  accommodation  at  the 
White  House,  Eaton  Socon  and  Walnut  Tree  House,  Huntingdon, 
has  been  the  Committee’s  main  concern.  The  outstanding  event  of 
the  year  was  the  opening  of  “Shortsands”  at  St.  Neots,  the  first  of 
the  newly  acquired  properties.  This  Home  provides  beds  for  25  aged 
men  and  women  and  it  was  very  favourably  commented  upon  by 
all  present  on  the  opening  day.  During  the  short  time  the  Home 
has  been  running,  it  has  proved  a success  and  it  is  undoubtedly 
appreciated  by  the  old  folks  who  for  various  reasons  are  unable  to 
remain  in  their  own  homes. 

The  plans  for  adaptations  to  “The  Chestnuts”,  Godmanchester, 
and  “Rheola”,  St.  Ives,  were  put  in  hand  and  it  is  anticipated  “The 
Chestnuts”  will  be  available  for  occupation  in  1950,  and  “Rheola” 
early  in  1951. 

For  some  time  the  Committee  have  been  active  in  their  search 
for  a property  in  the  north  of  the  County  which  could  be  readily 
adapted  as  a Home  for  the  aged.  A suitable  property  was  however, 
not  forthcoming,  so  approval  has  been  obtained  to  the  building  of  a 
Home  in  the  north  of  the  County  to  accommodate  approximately 
30  aged.  After  consultation  with  the  Old  Fletton  Urban  District 
Council,  a site  on  the  Stanground  housing  estate  has  been  earmarked 
for  the  purpose  and  the  County  Architect  has  been  requested  to 
prepare  a plan  of  the  new  Home  for  consideration. 

During  the  year  plans  for  improvements  and  alterations  at 
Walnut  Tree  House  have  been  approved,  the  chief  items  being  the 
installation  of  a lift,  re-furnishing  the  day  rooms,  and  the  extension 
of  laundry  facilities. 

In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  Committee,  no  major 
alterations  or  adaptations  have  been  made  at  the  White  House, 
Eaton  Socon,  as  it  is  anticipated  that  these  premises  will  not  be 
required  for  welfare  purposes  when  the  new  homes  are  in  being. 
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The  following  figures  are  given  showing  the  number  of  persons 
housed  in  Part  III  accommodation  on  the  31st  December,  1949: — 


Men 

Women 

Total 

Walnut  Tree  House 

47 

16 

63 

White  House,  Eaton  Socon 

22 

15 

37 

“Shortsands” 

6 

10 

16 

Offord  Cluny  Manor 

— 

12 

12 

In  connection  with  the  welfare  of  the  aged  in  their 

own  homes 

the  Committee  has  encouraged  the  establishment  of  old  people’s 
clubs  in  the  towns  and  villages  of  the  County.  The  possibility  of 

organising  systematic  visiting 

of  old  people 

through  the  various 

voluntary  organisations  is  being  explored. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  Wayfarers  admitted 

to  the  reception  centre  at  Walnut  Tree  House,  Huntingdon,  during 

the  period  1st  January,  1949, 

to  31st  December,  1949:- 

— 

Men 

Women 

Total 

January 

149 

7 

156 

February 

160 

3 

163 

March 

..  229 

6 

235 

April 

279 

7 

286 

May 

. . 200 

8 

208 

June  

151 

6 

157 

July  

142 

4 

146 

August 

159 

4 

163 

September  . . 

186 

4 

190 

October 

179 

6 

185 

November 

125 

6 

131 

December  . . 

138 

18 

156 

2097 

79 

2176 

In  addition  to  the  above,  one  child  was  admitted,  with  the 
parents,  on  the  19th  December  and  remained  until  the  23rd 
December,  1949. 


